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Introduction

Distance Education in Public Health

Teaching at a distance is not a new concept. Correspondence courses have been in existence for years. However, technological
advances have expanded the education and training opportunities available to students, especially practitioners in the field.

The evolution of information technology is the single most important factor in the explosive growth, and acceptance of, distance
education. The number of courses offered at a distance continues to grow exponentially. In 1995 a few schools offered a limited
number of such courses. Today, thanks in large part to the Internet, the vast majority of institutes of higher education offer
distance-based courses. These include both undergraduate and graduate programs. Beyond the distance-based educational
programs offered by accredited schools, businesses and non-accredited programs have formed to sell courses and instructional
materials in health-related as well as other subject areas.

E-learning is clearly in ascendancy. As a result, individuals around the world can further their education through online courses
and degrees, satellite broadcasts, and audio taped lectures. Learning can now take place virtually anytime and anywhere.

As technologies expand and we become more comfortable with their uses, we are discovering issues that demand further study.
This bibliography has been compiled to explore these issues, as well as to help define and describe the evidence base for
advancing distance-based training programs. For purposes of the bibliography, we have defined distance education as "education
designed for learners who live at a distance from the teaching institution or education provider. It is the enrollment and study
with an educational institution that provides organized, formal learning opportunities for students. Presented in a sequential and
logical order, the instruction is offered wholly or primarily by distance study, through virtually any media."*

The current attention to homeland security and the threat of emerging infectious diseases have dramatized the need to have a
public health workforce that is equal to the challenges of terrorism and other emerging public health threats. Distance education
is an important tool in preparing the workforce now. It is the method by which health professionals can participate in a journey
of lifelong education.

In compiling the bibliography, a variety of databases as well as the Internet were searched for articles published within the past
6 years. Over 1000 citations were retrieved and reviewed. References are arranged into seven broad subject categories:
Administration and Management; Evaluation; Legal/Regulatory Issues; Technology; Target Audiences; Library Services; and Web
Resources. This list is not meant to be all-inclusive. It is intended to introduce the user to some of the major issues within
distance education and lead to additional inquiry. Generally, articles in foreign languages, letters to the editor, editorials, and
non-health related articles were not included. However, a few general distance education directories and articles on library
services to support distance education programs are included.

We hope that this bibliography will provide a foundation for future studies in distance education and lead others to identify issues
and work to make distance education accessible to all.

The compilers wish to thank lone Auston for conceiving of the bibliography, Craig Locatis for his help in setting the initial scope,
and Mary Ryan for her searching and coding assistance.

This publication is not copyrighted and may be freely reproduced. However any reproductions of this bibliography, in whole or in
part, should include all credits. If you wish to cite this bibliography, the correct format is:

Selden, Catherine R.; Kelliher, Rita, compilers. Distance education in public health [bibliography on the Internet]. Bethesda (MD):
National Library of Medicine (US); 2003 Dec [insert cited year month day]. (Current bibliographies in medicine; no. 2003-3). 471
citations from January 1998 through October 2003. Available from: distanceeducationph.html

*Distance Education and Training Council [Internet]. Washington (DC): The Council; c2003 [updated 2003 Dec 04; cited 2003
Dec 05]. Frequently asked questions; [about 2 screens]. Available from: http://www.detc.ora/frequentlyQust.html
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AACN White Paper: distance technology in nursing education [Internet]. Washington (DC): American Association of Colleges of
Nursing; ¢2002 [modified 2003 Nov 4; cited 2003 Nov 18]. [about 12 p.]. Available from:

http://www.aacn.nche.edu/publications/positions/whitepaper.htm
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